“The Frog”
Stanza-wise Explanation
Stanza 1
“I sit in ponds and in the rain,
Or hop about in a muddy drain.”
The frog introduces itself and tells us where it lives. It enjoys sitting in ponds and playing in the rain. It also hops around in muddy places, which are its natural habitat.
Stanza 2
“As a tadpole, I swim with cheer,
A tiny fish-like thing, so clear!
I flick my tongue to catch my food,
It works so fast—now that's quite good!”
The frog describes its early life as a tadpole, when it looked like a tiny fish and swam happily in water. As it grows up, it catches insects by quickly flicking out its long, sticky tongue.
Stanza 3
“I live on land and water too,
In places damp with drops of dew.
My colours match the plants and trees,
I hide so well in grass and leaves!”
The frog explains that it is an amphibian, living both on land and in water. It likes cool, damp places. Its green colour helps it blend with plants and grass, protecting it from enemies.
Stanza 4
“But snakes are near, I must beware,
Or else they'll catch me unaware!
I croak my songs, they sound so loud,
Yet in my pond, I feel so proud.”
The frog knows that snakes are dangerous predators, so it must always stay alert. Even with this danger, it happily croaks loudly in its pond, feeling safe and proud in its home.
Stanza 5
“I hop around, I jump so high,
Up I go into the sky!
With webbed feet, I swim with ease,
And leap so high in joyful breeze!”
The frog talks about its amazing abilities. It can hop and jump high on land and swim easily in water with the help of its webbed feet. It enjoys its active and joyful life.
Word Meanings:
	
	

	Hop
	To jump with both feet together.

	Muddy
	Covered with or full of mud.

	Drain
	A narrow channel or pipe that carries away water.

	Tadpole
	The young stage of a frog that lives in water and has a tail.

	Cheer
	Happiness; joy.

	Flick
	To move or hit something quickly with a light, fast movement.

	Quite
	Very; fairly.

	Damp
	Slightly wet.

	Dew
	Tiny drops of water found on grass and plants in the morning.

	Hide
	To stay out of sight; to keep oneself unseen.

	Beware
	Be careful; watch out.

	Unaware
	Not knowing or not noticing something.

	Croak
	The deep, rough sound made by a frog.

	Proud
	Feeling happy and pleased about oneself.

	Webbed feet
	Feet with skin joining the toes, helping animals swim easily.

	Ease
	Without difficulty; comfortably.

	Leap
	To jump high or a long distance.

	Breeze
	A gentle, light wind.



Summary
The poem is narrated by a frog that describes its life and habits. It tells us about its home in ponds, its early stage as a tadpole, and the way it catches food with its sticky tongue. The frog explains that it can live both on land and in water and uses its green colour to hide among plants. Although it has to be careful of predators like snakes, it enjoys croaking in its pond and moving freely by hopping, jumping, and swimming. The poem celebrates the unique features and joyful life of a frog.
Theme
The poem celebrates the life of a frog and its close relationship with nature. It highlights the frog's unique adaptations, such as living both on land and in water, protecting itself from predators, and enjoying its natural surroundings. The poem encourages us to appreciate the diversity and beauty of wildlife.
Moral
· Every living creature has a special role in nature.
· We should respect and protect wildlife and their habitats.
· Nature is full of wonderful adaptations that help animals survive.
· Living in harmony with nature brings happiness.

